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Dear family and friends,

We gather today to witness and honor the marriage of Emily Carter and Daniel

Brooks.

I’'ve had the joy of knowing the Carter family for fifteen years, and | remember
Emily as the person who never walked past a problem without trying to make it
smaller. When Daniel came into the picture five years ago—first spotted on a
Brooklyn rooftop where someone burned the veggie burgers and no one

minded—he matched Emily’s steady kindness with his own quiet resolve.

Their first date was at a neighborhood coffee shop. Emily tells me that when the
barista misspelled her name, Daniel didn’'t correct it; he just made her laugh
about how many lives “Emilie” might lead. Two years later, they carried their
books and one very stubborn ficus into a shared apartment. And last fall, on a
sunrise hike, they stood on cold rock while the city was still yawning awake, and

Daniel asked a question Emily had already been answering with her life.

If you've spent a weekend with them, you know the rhythm they’ve built—boots
by the door from a muddy trail, Saturdays at the animal shelter where they
learn every cat’s secret hiding place, and board game nights at their table,
where Daniel explains the rules three times and Emily keeps score like a
Supreme Court justice. These are not just hobbies; they are their way of

practicing care, patience, and community.

In that spirit, we will take a moment for a ring warming. As the rings are passed
among you, | invite each of you to hold them briefly and, in silence, offer a hope,
a memory, or a promise of support. When these rings return, they will carry not
only Emily and Daniel’s commitment, but the warmth of all who stand with them

today.
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Before we hear their personal vows, let us share a brief moment of
reflection—one quiet breath together—to honor those who could not be here, to
be grateful for those who are, and to ready our hearts for the promises about to

be spoken.

Emily and Daniel, when you're ready, please share your vows.
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